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FRANCISCAN FRIARS OF CALIFORNIA, INC. 
BOARD OF TRUSTEE RESOLUTIONS 

WHEREAS, Franciscan Friars of California, Inc., a California nonprofit religious 
corporation ("FFC") was formed to provide religious, charitable, and educational acts, ministry, 
and service to the poor. 

WHEREAS, California Assembly Bill 218 temporarily set aside the statute of 
limitations for childhood sexual abuse victims to file claims, and FFC has been named as a 
defendant in a significant number of recently filed abuse cases alleging friar misconduct 
decades in the past as well as seven pending abuse cases in Arizona and New Mexico.   

WHEREAS, The Trustees of FFC engaged professional assistance in evaluating the 
claim details, available insurance coverage, financial resource availability, and the scope of 
potential strategic responses. 

WHEREAS, FFC does not have sufficient financial resources to adequately resolve 
these cases through the ordinary civil litigation process, or to provide financial settlements 
within the expected range of outcomes. 

WHEREAS, At an FFC Trustee meeting held via Zoom on November 30, 2023, the 
group of professionals presented their findings and recommendations to the Board of Trustees 
and responded to questions from the Trustees. 

WHEREAS, after careful deliberations the Board of Trustees of FFC determined that it is 
the best interest of FFC to file a reorganization plan under Chapter 11 of the US Bankruptcy 
Code.  

NOW, THEREFORE, at the duly called meeting of the Trustees on November 30, 2023, 
the following resolutions have been presented, deliberated, and reviewed by the Trustees and 
the same are, in all respects adopted: 

RESOLVED, that the Trustees of FFC hereby authorize and direct FFC to take the 
appropriate steps to file a reorganization plan under Chapter 11 of the US Bankruptcy Code.  
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              BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that David Gaa is authorized and directed to execute 
and deliver all documents necessary to perfect the filing of a chapter 11 voluntary bankruptcy 
case on behalf of FFC; and 

              BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that David Gaa is authorized and directed to appear in 
all bankruptcy proceedings on behalf of FFC, and to otherwise do and perform all acts and deeds 
and to execute and deliver all necessary documents on behalf of FFC in connection with such 
bankruptcy case, and 

              BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that David Gaa is authorized and directed to employ 
Binder & Malter, LLP to represent FFC in such bankruptcy case. 

 

OMNIBUS RESOLUTIONS 

The following resolutions were unanimously approved without discussion: 
 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that David Gaa is hereby, authorized and 

directed to execute and deliver all such instruments, documents and certificates, including 
amendments with respect to the same, and to take all such further action in connection with the 
resolutions above as they may deem necessary, advisable or proper to effectuate the intent and 
purpose of the forgoing resolutions; and  

 
RESOLVED FURTHER, that all acts and things heretofore done by David Gaa, or any 

officer or any agent of FFC, on or prior to the date hereof, in connection with the transactions 
contemplated by these resolutions be and the same hereby are, in all respects ratified, confirmed, 
approved and adopted as acts on behalf of FFC. 

 
 

            I, Martin Ibarra, certify that I am the duly elected Secretary of Franciscan Friars of 
California, Inc. a California nonprofit religious corporation. I further certify that the 
resolutions set forth above were adopted in accordance with the Bylaws of Franciscan Friars 
of Californian, Inc., a California nonprofit religious corporation on April 18, 2023, and that 
said resolutions have not been modified nor rescinded. 

Executed at Oakland, California this 30th day of November 2023. 

 
_______________________________ 
Martin Ibarra, ofm 
Secretary 
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